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FRIENDLY GESTURES 





HE sixth Pan-American Congress, to 
be held in Havana, January 16, may 
prove to be of great importance. The at- 
tendance of President Coolidge and Secre- 
tary Kellogg and a distinguished American 
delegation shows the significance which 
Washington attaches to the meeting. 
Charles Evans Hughes is to be chairman 
of the delegation. The other members are 
Henry P. Fletcher, American Ambassador 
to Italy, who previously has held diplo- 
matic posts in Chile, Mexico, and Cuba; 
Oscar W. Underwood, former Senator 
from Alabama; Ambassador Morrow; 
former Judge Morgan J. O’Brien of New 
York, international lawyer and jurist; 
James Brown Scott, of the Carnegie En- 
dowment for International Peace; Ray 
Lyman Wilbur, President of Leland Stan- 
ford University; and Dr. Leo S. Rowe, 
Director General of the Pan-American 
Union. The new Ambassador. to Cuba, 
who will soon be appointed, is to be added 
to the delegation. 





The formal exchange of greetings be- 
tween President Calles and Ambassador 


Morrow, October 29, was cordial. 
latter said: 
“It is my earnest hope that, animated with 
a common desire to promote the welfare of the 
United States of Mexico and of the United 
States of America, we shall not fail to adjust 
the outstanding questions with that dignity and 
mutual respect which should mark the interna- 
tional relationship of two sovereign and in- 
dependent States.” 


President Calles replied: 

“T trust that on such bases of unshaken dig- 
nity and respect between independent and sov- 
ereign nations, cordial decisions may be 
adopted which once and for all may dispel mis- 
understandings and establish those solid prin- 
ciples of constant cooperation, harmony and 


The 


loyal friendship which should characterize the 
relations between two peoples of such co-rela- 
tive interests and such intimate proximity.” 
And both Ambassador and President 
seem to have quickly broken through even 
these friendly diplomatic formalities. 
Their four-hour conversation which fol- 
lowed breakfast November 2 at the Presi- 
dent’s ranch is proof of this. 
Filipino Aspirations 
ANUEL QUEZON, President of the 
Philippine Senate, and Sergio Os- 
mena called upon President Coolidge No- 
vember 3. Later they refused to comment 
on the points discussed, but the following 
statement, issued a few days earlier by 
Mr. Quezon, summarizes the purpose of 
their visit: 

“IT have come to see if it is possible to 
obtain at the next session of Congress some 
measure which will put at rest the mind of 
the Filipino people as to the future of their 
country. Independence has been promised us, 
and yet no one knows when it will be granted. 
We think we are ready for it now, and we 
have been urging it year after year. 

“We are answered that the time has not 
come yet. Now we ask: When will the time 
come for the consummation of our cherished 
ideal? Let us settle this question. The pres- 
ent uncertainty is jeopardizing the economic 
progress of the country.” 

The Abyssinian Dam 
REAT BRITAIN during the past 
week has protested Abyssinia’s right 
to enter into a contract with an American 
firm for the building of a dam which would 
control the flow of water in the Blue Nile. 
British objections are based on a treaty 
with Abyssinia, signed in 1902 by Em- 
peror Menelik II, providing that no work 
would be constructed across the Blue Nile 
or Lake Tsana which would arrest the flow 
of waters in the Nile, except in agreement 
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with the British Government and the gov- 
ernment of the Sudan. 

Abyssinia turned to American interests, 
it seems, because of the freedom of the 
American Government from all suspicion 
of territorial ambition in Abyssinia. Al- 
though Great Britain has been negotiating 
for a concession for some time, the Abys- 
sinian authorities have opposed it ever 
since they learned of an exchange of notes 
between Great Britain and Italy in De- 
cember, 1925, by which both countries 
marked out for themselves special areas 
in Abyssinia within which they pledged 
themselves to limit their operations. 

It is now rumored, to the satisfaction 
of the British Foreign Office, that Abys- 
sinia has no intention of closing an agree- 
ment with the American firm until Great 
Britain has been consulted. 


“International” Oil 


HE oil resources of the Mosul region 

of Iraq are to be “internationalized.” 
The announcement was made, November 5, 
that five of the leading American oil com- 
panies will acquire a 25 per cent interest 
in the Turkish Petroleum Company, which 
is to exploit these resources. The Ameri- 
can companies are the Standard Oil Com- 
pany of New Jersey, the Standard Oil 
Company of New York, the Pan-American 
Petroleum and Transport Company, the 
Atlantic Refining Company and the Gulf 
Oil Corporation. They make up one of the 
four national groups which are financing 
the enterprise. The other national groups 
are the Dutch, represented by the Royal 
Dutch-Shell interests; the British, repre- 
sented by the Anglo-Persian Oil Company ; 
and the French by a separate company. 
Each group is to share equally in the 


profits. 
The Will to Peace 


RESIDENT COOLIDGE, it was offi- 

cially stated at the White House on Nov. 
4, believes the time will soon be ripe for 
further discussion of the Briand proposal 
to outlaw war between the United States 
and France. It is expected that these dis- 
cussions will take place in Washington 
between Secretary of State Kellogg and 
French Ambassador Claudel, and in Paris 
between Foreign Minister Briand and Am- 
bassador Myron T. Herrick, who is ex- 
pected to return to Paris within a month. 
Two days previous to this announcement 
a memorial bearing the signature of about 
700 prominent churchmen was presented 
to President Coolidge, urging him to push 
the negotiations for the proposed treaty 
between France and the United States. It 
is said that Senator Borah would not op- 
pose such a treaty, but would hope to have 
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it supplemented by his own more general 
proposal for the outlawry of war. 


British Labor Gains 


HE British municipal elections last 

week increased the number of Labor 
members of Municipal Councils by more 
than a hundred, mostly at the expense of 
the Conservatives, though the Liberals 
also fared badly. The only Labor losses 
of importance were in Glasgow and Dun- 
dee, both districts where the radical sec- 
tion of the Party has been most active. It 
will be interesting to watch whether this 
setback of the Left Wing tends to 
strengthen the leadership of Ramsay Mac- 
Donald over the Party as a whole. 

The Labor gains, which were not unex- 
pected, tend to support the view that the 
tide of public opinion is turning—particu- 
larly in the cities—against the Govern- 
ment. But there seems no likelihood of a 
new election before the end of 1928, and 
perhaps not until 1929. In the meantime, 
all three parties are preparing actively 
for the campaign. Despite the poor show- 
ing made by the Liberal Party last week 
and Ramsay MacDonald’s rejoicing at its 
demise, Sir Herbert Samuel, head of the 
Liberal Organization Committee, has ap- 
pealed for additional funds to supplement 
the million and a half dollars recently 
turned over by Lloyd George from his 
“private Party purse” to help finance the 
expenses of some 500 Liberal candidates 
for the next Parliament. J. G. McD 





The members of the F. P. A. are 
invited to attend a memorial service 
in honor of Mrs. Gordon Norrie, long a 
member of the F. P. A. National Coun- 
cil, in the auditorium of the Y. M. C. 
A., 610 Lexington Avenue, on Monday, 
December 19, 1927, at 8:15. The 
speakers will be Mrs. Carrie Chapman 
Catt and Mr. Oswald Garrison Villard; 
Mrs. Henry Goddard Leach will preside. 





British Documents on the Origins of the War, 
1898-1914, edited by G. P. Gooch and Harold 
Temperley. Vol. I. The End of British Isola- 


tion; Vol. II. The Japanese Alliance and the 
French Entente. London, H. M. Stationery 
Office, 1927. 


The first volume of the series of long-awaited 
official British Foreign Office documents which 
throw much light on pre-war diplomacy. Vol. XI, 
June 28 to August 4, 1914, has already been pub- 
lished. All three volumes may be ordered from 
the British Library of Information, 44 Whitehall 
Street, New York City. 


Bolshevism, Fascism and Democracy, by Fran- 
cesco Nitti. Macmillan Company, New York, 
1927. 

The Italian ex-Prime Minister attacks both 
Communism and Fascism as passing post-war 
developments. He sees Europe’s only salvation 
in Federalism. 
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